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Use of Generative AI and Large Language Models in Writing Master's and Doctoral
Theses

The use of Al, and of large language models (LLMs) in particular, is spreading rapidly in academic
research. Using Al in the course of research can help improve its quality. When writing your master's or
doctoral thesis, however, please keep the following points in mind.

1. The author of the thesis is the student, not the Al. Al cannot be listed as an author. The author
must fully and accurately understand the content of the thesis and the process by which it was
produced, and bears final responsibility for every problem it may contain.

2. Accordingly, plagiarism, citation of non-existent sources, reporting of fictitious statistical results,
inaccurate figures or tables, and similar defects, even if they originate from Al and even if they
occur only once, may count against the thesis in the examination. Depending on their nature and
extent, they may also constitute research misconduct subject to disciplinary action under the
University's regulations (see note).

3. In examining the thesis, the examiners will assess its content and will also check for defects in
accordance with the Regulations regarding the Promotion of Research Integrity at the University
of Osaka. In the oral examination, the examiners will confirm that the author can explain, in their
own words, the research question, methods, sources, data, analysis, argument, and conclusions of
the thesis, can respond to questions and objections, and possesses the scholarly knowledge
relevant to the thesis.

4. Where the use of generative Al or similar tools forms part of the research methodology, describe
it in the section on research methods so that a third party can reasonably verify the research
process. State the service or tool used, when it was used, how it was used, the inputs or
instructions given, how the outputs were handled, and how they were verified. Technical details
such as the model name, version, and parameters should be reported to the extent that they are
known to the user and necessary for verifying the research process and content.

5. Ifyou created or edited any figure, table, or image using the image-generation function of a
generative Al tool, add a note to that figure or table as well (for example, "Image generated with
ChatGPT 5.5 based on the text of the Introduction"). Please bear in mind that figures produced by
image-generation Al may look polished and plausible without being academically accurate.

6. In addition to any notes in the body of the thesis, include a section titled "Note on the Use of
Generative A" at the end of the thesis describing any use of generative Al or similar tools that
substantively affected the content, analysis, argument, or wording of the thesis (see the sample in
the next section). This does not extend to minor writing assistance such as spell-checking,
ordinary autocomplete, or comparable functions.

7. We recommend that you keep detailed records whenever you use generative Al in your day-to-
day work. You will need these records to prepare the "Note on the Use of Generative AL" Please
also be aware that you may be asked about your use of generative Al during the thesis
examination.

(Note) "Misconduct" means inappropriate conduct in research activities, such as fabrication, falsification,
plagiarism, duplicate submission, and inappropriate authorship, that constitutes a serious deviation from
research ethics in light of the code of conduct for scientists and generally accepted social norms (Article 2,
Paragraph 1 of the Regulations regarding the Promotion of Research Integrity at the University of Osaka).



Sample ""Note on the Use of Generative AI"

Include a section in the following form at the end of the thesis.

— Note on the Use of Generative AI —

In preparing this thesis, the author used [name of tool/service] for [purpose]. After using this [tool/service], the
author reviewed the content and takes full responsibility for the content of the submitted thesis.

Guidance on completing the note
The [purpose] field should describe how the tool was used, for example:

* developing research ideas

* revising and polishing the text

* translation

» searching for and organizing candidate references
» assisting with statistical analysis

» programming for data collection and analysis

» creating figures and tables

» editing figures and tables

If generative Al was used in more than one way that substantively affected the thesis, list every such use.
Minor writing assistance such as spell-checking, ordinary autocomplete, or comparable functions does not
need to be reported.

Sample (multiple uses)

— Note on the Use of Generative AI —

In preparing this thesis, the author used ChatGPT (GPT-5.5) to revise and polish the text and to translate Japanese-
language sources, and GitHub Copilot to assist in writing R code for data analysis. After using these tools, the
author reviewed the content and takes full responsibility for the content of the submitted thesis.



